Dialogue/Commentary LOOKING FOR WALTER

1. Commentary:

When Hitler came to power, Walter Kristeller's life in Berlin came to an end. "Lotte, something terrible is going to happen to us Jews. I know the German masses. We need to leave."

But unlike many of his colleagues from the Babelsberg film studio (UFA), Walter didn't want to go to the United States. He wanted to go where a Jewish man could belong. Lotte was to follow him shortly after. On a hot day in August, Walter arrived at the harbor in Jaffa. The dog days of summer. He quickly exchanged his suit for khaki pants, got a carriage, and went to Tel Aviv.

Walter Kristeller was my grandfather.

And my father's father. Michael was called "Little Man" and grew up in Tel Aviv into a real Israeli. He followed in my grandfather's footsteps and photographed the Six-Day War, amongst others. He traveled a lot and ended up in Zürich, where he met my mother.

At our home in Switzerland, my grandfather was a legend. The great cinematographer who had shot with Fritz Lang.

I don't know anything more than this, as my father died early. I'll go to Israel. I want to find out what is left of Walter Kristeller's legacy.  

2. Commentary: 

Spring 2008. In a few days Israel will celebrate its 60th anniversary. I'm familiar with Israel. As a child I used to spend my holidays here, and now the country feels oddly like home. My anxiety seems unfounded. No sign of war or bombs. But it's hard to find a place to stay. I find a flat in one of the the oldest streets in Tel Aviv, across from a small café. Ha Nasih ha katan, The Little Prince, is my second home. 

The café’s regulars are artists and philosophers, or maybe they’re just pretending they are. I’ve brought some of my grandfather's letters to Israel. He liked to call himself "the Zalam," the cameraman. I don't know much about him. Actually, I only know what my father wrote down shortly before his own death.     

3. Commentary Michael:

My father Walter, a round, somewhat chubby and not very sporty man, was born in 1893. My parents often told me that Berlin had been a vibrant metropolis, with a diverse cultural landscape, theater and music, a spirited environment in which the Jewish people felt very comfortable. Father had a special interest in the performing arts and worked as an extra at Max Reinhardt's theater.

He was fascinated by his studies at the Bauhaus and studied graphics, design and photography with ambition. Later, my father focused on film work at the UFA studio in Neubabelsberg. He earned a steady job with this renowned company and worked on films like "The Nibelungen" and "The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari." Those must have been beautiful years for my parents. People built their future in Berlin. And on October 18th, 1931, I was born. My father was allowed to wear an apron and assist with the birth. I let loose an arc of pee before my father grabbed my feet and brought me to the tub.       

4. After the  Home Movie

Yes. And then Hitler came and stated: Jews are not Germans. 

5. Market: 

To me Tel Aviv is black and white. Walter walked these same paths. Wherever I am, I see his pictures. 

The coffee trader at the market place speaks German. I want to know if he knew Walter. I want him to say that he saw Walter’s films in the theater when he was a little boy. But, of course, he didn't.

6. Micha Neumann:

Micha Neumann

I knew him in his darkroom. We were very often there with him and we marveled at the photos as they were taken out of the basins filled with various liquids. That was very interesting, always.

There were always negatives and photos hanging about to dry. But there was also a certain smell from the chemicals. In this regard the Kristeller house was special, to find such a thing there, a laboratory.

Micha Neumann was my father's best friend. It’s after his mother Julia that I was named.


Micha: Micha and I.


Julia: Mmhmm, I know this one...


Micha: That is our house, and this is the sea, very close. Here we are dancing the 
Ora. And this is me playing. Walter Kristeller might have taken these photos. 


Micha Neumann:


There is a street named Rehov Ben Yehuda. It was known as Ben Yehuda Straße, 
because German was spoken everywhere. Micha's family lived on this street, on the 
corner of Shalom Aleichem, less than ten minutes on foot from our house.


The Germans were called "Jekken." No one knows exactly why. Maybe because 
they were wearing jackets, Jacken, when they arrived, and the immigrants before 
them had been from Russia. Then suddenly these strange people came, wearing 
jackets and ties, they said "Bitteschön" and "Dankeschön," were intellectual, polite, 
and made music. German culture was living on in those days, probably more so in 
Tel Aviv than in Berlin.

Julia

What can you tell me about Walter's films?

Micha Neumann

Nothing. I haven't watched any of them.

Julia

None of them?

Micha

No.

7. Commentary Michael

Father quickly understood that some time would pass before he would find a job as a photographer, let alone in the film business. The population was small, and so was the market. 


But Walter was an optimist. One day a colleague named Brock told him that a cameraman was needed in Cairo. He shot several short films in the Misr film studios there and sent me a rhyming postcard: "Hey little man, look how I’m taking a rest, on this pyramid’s crest. That there nose-less minx, is called a sphinx. On that camel going for a walk, is your Uncle Brock. 10 little kisses, your Daddy."

 8. Zvi Spielmann:

Zvi Spielmann

I only got to know Walter Kristeller and his son Michael, your father, when I began to work here.

The production firm of Zvi Spielmann is located on the grounds of the Herzliya Studios, where he first began working as a technical director. These days he is an infuential producer. 

Zvi Spielmann

Walter Kristeller was what you’d call a pro. He'd try anything, and he was really a magician to some extent. He cracked some hard nuts. I mean, he managed to get by, even though it was very, very hard. 

9. Commentary Michael

The apartment in Ben Yehuda street was directly under the roof. It was very hot in the summertime and cold and damp in the winter. There were no heaters in Palestine and air conditioning only became available much later. 

Despite these unpleasant conditions poor father had to work shut away in his darkroom.  I can still picture him today, exhausted by the oppressive heat but almost never complaining. He used to say heat didn't bother him but cold did, which was why he could never go back to Europe. 


Julia


Do you know what films my grandfather produced in the 1930s? 


Zvi Spielmann


In the '30s? Well, that's a little too early for me.


Julia


Yes, for you...


Zvi Spielmann


I only began here in the '50s. In the '30s the film industry was almost non-
existent in Palestine. Once in a while films were made. But in the most primitive 
ways.

10. Jakob Marx:

Jakob Marx

You cannot compare the country nowadays to what it was back then. Everyone was in the same situation. No matter who you would talk to, they had just or only very recently arrived, and the first question was if you had already adapted. 

Jakob Marx is 96 years old. He came to Palestine the same year as Walter did and also worked in the film industry. 

Jakob Marx

I hardly spoke with Walter Kristeller personally. He wasn't the kind of person to draw attention to himself. He was humble and quiet. As far as I know he had no enemies, which is worth mentioning given those times back then. Everyone had an opinion about what ought to happen here, and Walter Kristeller kept out of that.

Julia

What do you know about his films?

Jakob Marx

I don't know anything about his films. I know nothing whatsoever. I wasn’t involved in them at all.

11. Bus:
Walter owned a production company with a man named Erich Brock. It was named "Tekufa," meaning "era." Was it a play on the name of the UFA studio where he worked in Germany? Tekufa mainly produced commercials. Only one film, "Sova Bread," has survived. It's a short silent film about the construction of a bread factory.   

12. Sova Bread:

Julia: This is a picture taken from a film of my grandfather. This is Sova, and this is the house across from it. I want to take the same picture.

Shalom: Is it the street over there?

Julia: I don't know where he took the picture, but I think it's...

Shalom: Which house number? You don't know either?

Julia: I don't know. He’s dead. I can't ask him.

Shalom: Everyone has to to go in the end...

We quickly realized that we understood each other better in English. Finally I found the place where Walter made the shot 70 years ago. 

My assistant's name is Shalom Shalom. He's from India, which is typical for the quarter around the bus station. A lot of migrants and illegal immigrants live here. New immigrants like the Germans had once been.  

13. Julia watching Silent-Army: 

I’ve finally found some of Walter's films in the archives. Now I am able to assign the photos which show him at work. But is this how I had imagined Walter's work to be like? 

Was die jüdischen Pioniere zu Beginn des Jahrhunderts vorfanden, war eine Wüstenei. Als sie ihre Zelte aufschlugen und das Land zu vermessen begannen, trafen sie auf einen größeren Feind als hasserfüllte Nachbarn. Bodenserosion. Will einem jemand Land wegnehmen, kann man ihm dem Zutritt zur Farm mit einer Waffe verwehren.

Aber einen unsichtbaren Feind zu bekämpfen, ist schwierig.

14. Micha Bar-am:

I showed the films to Micha Bar-am. He's one of the most popular photographers in Israel. The reason I can chat with him so casually is that he began his career in Walter's darkroom. 

Micha Bar-am

I can not say that I knew him well. I don't really think we had long conversations. The one interesting event that  I had with Walter, was that he asked me to take HIS photo, because he was asked to present a commercial for a bank and he acted like the model. And I really enjoyed taking his picture because he had such a lively mimic and he really enjoyed also being in front of the camera, so we had a great time when I took those photographs, which luckily I saved.

Micha Bar-Am emphasized that Walter was a role model for him. There is a film which was shot in the area where Micha grew up. I hope he can tell me something about the images.  

Micha Bar-am

Look, it is a very.. basic, a very.. naive propaganda film in the style of.. the thirties.

15. Asher rooftop:

I got to know Asher by chance. We've become close friends, even though we are very different. Asher explores his religious side; he improvises psalms. Usually I'd run from something like this. But that's impossible in Israel. Judaism is the foundation of this state. 

16. Drive Haifa: 

I have always had a great respect for Judaism. Maybe because my mother is not Jewish and I don't really belong to it. Even though Walter was Jewish, I can't say if he was a Zionist. If he made propaganda, I wonder, who was it for, and why?

I'm getting closer to finding an answer. A place where the films were made. 

17. Herzl: 

I'm passing Theodor Herzl. The founder of the Zionist movement watches over the highway. He plays an important role in the film "Emek Zebulon." His utopian novel, "The Old New Land," is about Haifa becoming a flourishing center of trade and industry. Walter's film is an adaptation of Herzl's book, and shows what had already been achieved with the help of the Jewish National Fund in Palestine.  

Jakob Marx

All these films show places where Israel had begun to emerge. A new hospital, a new school. Things that were new.

Micha Neumann  

The idea was to turn the "Jewish pyramid" upside down. In Europe there were only few workers and farmers within the Jewish population. But there were a lot of intellectuals, traders, bankers and industrialists. The Zionist movement wanted to invert that, to make the country like any other, with workers and farmers. 

Herzl said, if one day there's a Jewish whore and also a Jewish policemen in Palestine, then we'll have achieved what we intended.

Micha Bar-am

Many of the people like Walter and many of his origin, they really thought, that Herzls vision is not just a dream and not just a legend, but this is where the jewish people should live safely.

18. Empty Land/ Beduins: 

Herzl's utopia had one major flaw. The interests of the Arab population were not taken into account. Walter's film depicts a country which, apart from some Bedouins, was uninhabited.

19. Akko today:

Not far from Haifa is the city of Akko. Walter took photos here. This small port city has remained an Arab outpost until the present day. Why did Walter omit this reality from his films? He apparently had no fear of the locals, even drinking coffee with them.  

20. Commentary Michael

My father was an optimist by nature. He liked the country. He loved the Orient, the sun, the light. The people were friendly and courteous. Father was astonished by how much the Jewish people had accomplished since immigrating. He took photos of the country from north to south for a weekly magazine. He fell in love with the old town of Jerusalem.  The antiquities everywhere. So many different peoples. He was fascinated.


Jakob Marx 


You have to understand that things were idyllic, except for the problem with the Arab people. It was a new country, and we had a task to fulfill. We had the opportunity to make ourselves independent, and to show the Germans that we could live without Hitler. 

Julia

Can you imagine what his position was towards the Arabs?

Micha Bar-am

I think he accepted them as a romantic fact here in Palestine. I'm quite sure, he was a person of the middle of the road and was for co-existance. I really don`t know anything deeper about his feelings or thoughts.

Jakob Marx

I still believe that we started out here with utterly flawed principles. An Arab man once said to me: You’re taking all our land away. What could I say? I haven’t taken anything from you, I said. But that was meaningless; a joke.  

21. Hanita: 

Asher: So it`s very interesting, but it`s so much stuff to do. You know like different kind of investigations....

The trail left by Walter's films leads me to Hanita. This kibbutz is located in Galilee, directly on the border with Lebanon.

The story of its founding is legendary. In the 30s hardly any Jews lived this far north. The Jewish National Fund decided to create a settlement in a strategically important location and bought this land. 

In one deliberate, well-planned action, 500 settlers marched onto their new land overnight and created the Hanita kibbutz. Despite constant conflict with the Arab neighbors, Hanita has remained until today. Walter's camera captured the freshly won self-awareness of a young nation.

Asher accompanies me for other reasons. Some 70 years later, he wants to have a look at a piece of land in Hanita.

Asher: ... first place that I am going to see, as a place where I wanna live in the future. Cause I wanna live on a mountain, because I like the nature and I wanna live close  to the sea. Because I love the sea. And... Also I wanna live in the north for a reason that I think äh... it should be more Jewish than it is right now. 

Julia: What do you mean?  

Asher: I mean, in the Galil it`s 50% Arabs and 50 % Jews 

Julia: So you really wanna go here for some kind of settler reasons?

Asher: Also! Not just. You know, the reasons are the view and the sea. That’s two reasons. The third is also, the third reason, that there is not a lot of Jews in the Galil and yes, that’s a reason. 

By the Bible and I'm Jewish and I believe in the Bible, so by the Bible the settlements belong to Israel and by the United Nations, the don’t. And I don't wanna put myself in the settlements, when I don't know, what the government is gonna decide, so... the least I can do is to go äh... to go and live in the Galil or äh... in the Negev. 

Asher: This is Zaatar. I can smell it.

Eres: There is sage everywhere. Wow. Good!

Asher: Which property is that? 
Eres: Number 14, right?

Asher: Yes.

Eres: Number 14, 508 square meters. It's split. One part is here, the other one down there.

Asher: What's that over there?

Eres: It’s a military base. Up over there.

Asher: One of our military bases?

Eres: Yes. One of ours. There are not that many soldiers. Just observation. Nothing important.

Asher: I'd be interested to know if it was ever bombed. By the Hezbollah or something?

Eres: Not that I know of.

Asher: Never?

Eres: No. The base isn't important. They can't reach it that easily. 

22. Hanita inside, Museum, class: 

While Asher talks with Eres about his future neighbors, I take a walk through the kibbutz. There's not much to see here, and I quickly end up in the museum.

Actor: Hello. Welcome. Good morning. How are you? What's up? My name is Abdel Rasik Mamluk. All the property here has been mine for a long time. It’s belonged to my family for generations. Since the time of my grandfather’s grandfather’s grandfather’s grandfather. Since the time when the Turks were here. One day, Yussuf Fein came to me, and he said: Ben Gurion wants to buy the entire Hanuta territory. Do you now who Ben Gurion was?  – The Prime Minister. – Right, great! So I told my wife Fatima: Why don't we sell to the Jews? They'll pay us lots of money. Fatima said to me: Listen, Mamluk. What do you mean, sell our property? They'll build kibbutzim and errect settlements here. And then we won't be able to return to our land. What will we do then? And I told her: Fatima, darling, we'll go to Beirut. We'll buy a big villa there. We'll be millionaires. Tell Ben Gurion: I'll give him my property with joy!     

Joel, here on the left, is in charge of the museum. He's not sure, but he thinks the photos on the walls might have been taken by Walter. 

Meanwhile the Israeli state has turned 60 years old. But still there is no certainty. Every school field trip is accompanied by an armed guard. 

23. Dov/Yoel and Julia: 

Dov was there when the first pioneers moved to this settlement. 

I tried in vain to find him in Walter's films. He explained to me that, he’s not one to put himself in front of the camera. He would rather work. Dov's moving life made an impression on me. He was born in Palestine in 1914, and therefore experienced the state's history closely.

Julia: Can I ask you something Dov? What do you think of the way that they are dealing with their story here, with their history?

Dov: Dealing in a common Zionist way. We were the underdog at that time, which is all otherways these days in regards the story of us and the arabs. So I don’t even start to compare it with the settlers of downdays. At that time there was a revolt against the government on the one hand and the Zionist movement on the other. Any settlement, anywhere in this country was under fire. And you might say or I might maybe say, that the results of what happened then now, maybe put as question mark after all what we have done there. And as long as the settlements are there and no way to remove them, our case gets harder  and weaker. That`s it

Asher: I know that Hezbollah will be my neighbour. There was the second war with Lebanon, and I want to know how Hanita was affected. What happened here? I know that many bombs fell in the center. 

Eres: We evacuated the children. And there was combat noise.

Asher: What kind of noise? I’ve never heard anything like that.

Eres: The missiles that were landing everywhere, everywhere except in Hanita. We had one gun here...

Asher: ...which fired back …

Eres: Yes. It lasted a whole day. The houses were shaking. You couldn’t do anything. Just terrible. Couldn’t sleep for a month. But Hanita wasn't hit by missiles. That's an advantage. On the last day of the war a couple of mortar bombs hit the periphery of the village. Two people were injured, that was all.

Asher: Well, if I don't decide to live here, this won't be the reason. I know it can be dangerous all over Israel. 

Eres: That's true. Also, in the future it's Israel's center that will be threatened, not the periphery.

Asher: So it's better to move here.

Eres: It’s our time. No one lives in peace here.

Asher: Yes. 

Unlike me, Walter knew what war meant.

24. Commentary Michael

After a short stint in military training, my father served at the front in Flanders. It must have been a terrible time for him. He had to lie in a trench for months. Father told me that unlike his comrades, he never shot at enemies. He shot into the air hoping not to hit anyone. 

But then he was directly hit. His legs caught fire and he had to free himself with his hands before fainlosing consciousness. He spent months in a military hospital and vowed never to be sent back to the front. He put on such a performance that the doctors let him stay, and later he was allowed to go home as an invalid. The psychological scars remained for the rest of his life, and back in Israel he still had to wear a back brace for his spinal injury.   

25. Emek Hefer:

Walter wanted to never have to fight again, and it feels as if I can sense that wish in his films. What was life in a peaceful Israel supposed to be like? I find the answer in his film "Emek Chefer."

The Old New Land wasn't meant to be a state only for Jews, but also a model prototype for the entire world. Herzl's vision was of a tolerant society based on socialism. Workers and intellectuals, women and men, Jews and Arabs. Everyone living together freely and equally. 

Nowadays many kibbutzim are being closed down. Did Herzl's socialist dream fail? Only an old water tower is reminiscent of Walter's time.

In one of the kibbutzim shown in Walter's films I meet Yotan. His grandparents were involved in setting up the kibbutz. I want to know what he thinks about the pictures. 

Yotam: What year was it?

Julia: It was taken in '35.

Yotam: '35?

Julia: And it must have been really the beginning of Emek Hefer, because the villages are so small.

Yotam

The films are trying to show something happy and romantic and I think that reality was much harder.

Yotam: It kind of reminds of the film of your grandfather

Julia: It does yeah.

Yotam: There you see a Palestinian city. At the lower part of the...

Julia: hill.

Yotam: Of the hill. Strange. We call it mountains, you know, because we don`t really have mountains. So we call it a mountain.

Julia: It`s a little one.

Julia: Can you imagine living somewhere else than Israel?

Yotam

No. I could. I was playing with the idea. After I was released from the army and I went traveling for a long time. And everywhere I went, I was trying to picture myself. 'Cause living in Israel, I think, you make sacrifices anyway. I think, the clearest thing is, it demands from you to take part in a war. Like... I dunno. For me like the army service, three years of your life, the best time of your life, you just go and you give it to the country doing a very hard time.

Julia

Why do you stay here?

Yotam

There is a sentence in Hebrew that says, that a person is in the shape of the place where he was born.

26. Main station:

Walter's work is inseparable from the founding history of Israel. More and more I find myself reflecting on the conflicts that originate from those times, rather than on Walter's films.

There are so many things I dislike here. People ask me frequently if I’m Jewish, and when I say no, people are irritated. I have an Israeli passport because of my father. But that's not enough for me to be accepted here. 

I caught myself thinking about converting and was shocked. I don't believe in God, and not in the Jewish one either. Why is it so important here to pick a side?

The tension is most palatable in Jerusalem. Jews and Arabs don't live together, and avoid each other whenever possible. They don't even walk the same pavements. I could hardly believe that the Orthodox would rather walk on the median strip than pass an Arab too closely on the sidewalk.

I am somewhere in between. I’m an observer. I can’t and won’t pick one side over another. 

27. Western Wall:

Standing in front of the Wailing Wall, I ask myself if Walter felt as alienated from this place as I do now. He had grown up so assimilated that when he started kindergarten, he didn't even know that he was Jewish. 

28. Commentary Michael:

Right up until the end of his life, father couldn’t speak Hebrew, which caused him suffering, especially when mother and I, sitting at the table, instinctively spoke in Hebrew. In these moments father became melancholy and silent. Even when I was very young I thought I could sense that my father, maybe subconciously, didn't want to learn the language. He embraced German culture so passionately, recited Heine, Goethe, Schiller, that something new was beyond his capabilities. 

Probably he was too old, and lacking in Jewish traditions. Regularly going to the synagogue gave the new immigrants a sense of community. They also learned the language there relatively quickly and effortlessly. 

Jakob Marx

I could have emigrated to America, but I didn't want to. I was firmly convinced the same thing happening in Germany would also happen over there. I thought the entire world was against the Jews. If I had to fight and to die I wanted to be with my fellow Jews, with the ones that I knew, and therefore I opted for Palestine.

29. Westbank:

The sense of threat remains until today. The country is surrounded by enemies. Many of my friends also have citizenship elsewhere. In case the Israeli experiment should fail in the end. 

A photo taken by Walter gives me a reason to go to the occupied territories. As an Israeli I'm actually not allowed to enter a Palestinian city. That's why I use my Swiss passport. 

Jericho feels like the end of the world. A small, sleepy, jerkwater town. I had expected something different from the West Bank.

The warnings from my friends in Tel Aviv seem to be completely unjustified. My thoughts return back to Walter. 

30. Commentary Michael:

He lugged around a big wooden camera, a heavy tripod and large, coated glass plates. How people back then took photos – it was insane! But there were no lighter cameras, no film and no modern flash technology. My father didn't have a car, neither in Berlin nor in Israel.

Micha Neumann

He was a little round. Round face, round body. He had lots of humour and love. A warm person. Really quite warm. That I can remember. But I don't know his professional work. When we went to the movies, and we didn't do it that frequently, we'd often see his publicity images. But that wasn't that exciting.  

Micha Bar-am

I knew primarily his commercial work. And only years after that, when I was curator of photography of the Tel Aviv museum did I find by chance a number of his photographs, which where beautiful photographs, not reminding anything of his professional work.

31. Jerusalem – Hebrew Melody:

Finally, I discover something unexpected. My journey leads me back to Jerusalem. Here at the Damascus Gate was where Walter shot the movie “Hebrew Melody“ together with Helmar Lerski.

Micha: Wow, this is near the Jaffa Gate. A nice sense for the shadows...

Julia: Have you ever seen this one?

Micha: I don’t remember that I have seen this one.

Julia: I don’t understand the music, it’s so dramatic and so...

Micha: I also don’t quite understand it. But maybe ther is a naive approach, thinking if they combine original music by a composer who was quite well known at his time with Jerusalem and the Biblical Hebrew melodies... Maybe, I don`t know. But the photography is superb. You can see the light on the face is achieved by reflectors, because he stands there in the shade.

32. Ost-Jerusalem today:

But “Hebrew Melody“ was also produced by the Jewish National Fund. There were no other financial sponsors. Were these commissioned works the only opportunity for Walter to go on making films at all?

Micha Bar-am

Actually it is a tradition of propaganda films that was happening at that time in Europe and in America just.. very similar, because they all served either ideologies or other needs. In the spirit of the days, they filmed according to what was exspected from them. They were not independent creators.

33. Commentary Michael:

I can still remember how my father and I would sometimes go to the coast late in the day  to watch the sunset. Father made it a game. Whoever saw the sun disappear first had to say loudly, It's gone! Then father would make a faint swallowing noise with his tongue. That's what he thought that last moment of the sun disappearing was like. As if it was being swallowed by the sea. Unfortunately, I could enjoy my father only rarely, as he worked a lot. He was always treating me warmly and with love. I must have missed him a lot in his absence. 

34. Day of Independece:

Today is Independence Day. May 10, 2008. Israel's 60th birthday.

Micha Neumann

Some of the children from our class went to Micha's house. We wanted to listen to the radio. It wasn't so certain that this was about to happen, and also we didn't know what the state was supposed to be named, Judea or something else. And then they said Medinat Israel. For the first time ever. What joy and elation there was! All the people danced and sang, embraced and kissed each other. A Jewish state, after 2000 years.

I don't know where Walter was. He wasn't with us. I think he was working.

Micha Bar-am

I think he was always deep in his work. I know nothing about any political involvment or commitment. I don`t think it changed his life.

35. Day of Independence:

Directly after the Declaration of Independence, war broke out, and my grandfather went on as always. Just the little Zalam. Walter shot the pictures that are captured in Micha Bar-am's memory. Back then, Micha fought in the war. Every year the veterans gather to commemorate that time.

Micha Bar-am

People like to look into the present and into the future. And he is not the only one, whose work is important historically, but the younger generations are not too interested. So I have a feeling, that he has an important presence in the archives, for anyone that is interested to learn about the period, but it is very human to forget.

36. Micha Bar-Am:

I’ve returned to the place where it all began. The pictures through which Walter speaks to us were taken here. I found the film by chance, and the film is how I would like to keep Walter in memory. 

37. HOME MOVIE – Walter speaking

...I know you are listening to me today. What I’m going to tell to you in this film is no great world history. It's just a little corner of our world, and I'm sure you’re going to like it. I committed my whole life to film, and if only this little piece, into which much energy and life was invested, remains, and makes you laugh, then it was all worth it. You’ll see little Micha’s big eyes twinkling. You’ll see the happy baby in Berlin. As a baker's boy he runs wildly, and then, in accordance with the script, takes a tumble with two cakes. You'll see – oh, what am I saying? The pictures, the movie will speak for themselves.   

Asher: So, what you gonna do now is, you gonna put the potatoes... First you put some oil. You  want me to cook?

Julia: Yes, you cook!

Asher: Ok, ok, ok. Sababa. So I have to cut it later.

Julia: So strange that I am going back in two weeks.

Asher: Yeah, it is strange.

Julia: Very strange.

Asher: But you`ll be back.

Julia: You think so? Do you think, I could live forever here?

Asher: Yeah, why not? I see you very easily falling in love in Israel, for real.

Julia: Fall in love IN Israel or WITH Israel?

Asher: In Israel, with Israel – both sides. Unless, you know, Iran will create a nuclear weapon and then you better stay in Germany. I’ll come and visit you before he is gonna throw the bomb.


Shabat mekudasch. Jom ha-schischi. Wa-jechulu ha-schamajim we-ha-aretz we-
chol tzewa'am. Wa-jechal elohim ba-jom ha-schwi'i melachto ascher asa. Wa-
jischbot ba-jom ha-schwi'i mi-kol melachto ascher asa. Wa-jewarech elohim et jom 
ha-schwi'i wa-jekadesch oto. Ki wo schavat mi-kol melachto ascher bara elohim 
la'asot. Sabrim we anan. Le Chaim. 

(Shabbat... The sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God completed his work which he had made. He rested on the seventh day from all the work, which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: he rested from all the work which he created and made... L’Chaim!)

38. Julia in the cemetery:

Walter died suddenly on February 2, 1961 from heart failure. The funeral was problematic, as Walter wasn't circumsized. The cemetery employees didn't believe he was a Jew. My father had to bribe them in order to get Walter a grave and a gravestone with a Hebrew inscription, which Walter himself likely wouldn't have been able to read.

39. HOME MOVIE – Walter talking:

It's my heart's desire that this film might survive after I hand it over to posterity. Film has an immense power to be immortal and bring people delight. So as long as the upturned world keeps turning on its axis, please keep turning out pictures of your children, as you see them. That’s all for now. 

